CHAPTER 11

NAOMI OSAKA, TENNIS

"KNOW YOUR
HISTORY

NO FANS WERE ALLOWED TO ATTEND LIVE SPORTING
events in the COVID summer of 2020. For tennis players, that
meant no roars in New York’s Arthur Ashe Stadium, home to
the biggest tournament on American soil, the US Open.

In this strange silence, though, one player made a ton of
noise: Naomi Osaka.

A shy prodigy born in Japan to a Japanese mother and a
Haitian-born father, Naomi had rocketed to the world’s No. 1
ranking soon after beating Serena Williams in the 2018 US

Open. Two years later, she used her newfound platform in a

powerful way by single-handedly championing the cause of ) Co , * .
racial justice in the mostly white sport of tennis. .'
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