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About the Book

High school sophomore Cam has always created techie things,
like a ring she implanted with an NFC chip. This semester, she
finally gets the chance to take a computer science elective. Cam
tries to ignore the obnoxious boys who don’t believe she should
be in the class at all.

~~~~~~~

Cam conspires with her quick-witted best friend, Viv, and they
engineer their way onto the extracurricular RoboSub team. That
ultimately lands them at a national competition as the only two
girls on their team. Will Cam rise to the occasion and confirm—
not to others, but to herself—that she belongs?

Cait Levin

"[A] testament to the transformative power of STEM
978-1-62354-563-5 HC education and an ode to the courage and tenacity of young
innovators.”

—Alicia Gavin, director of communications and marketing at RoboNation

About the Author

Cait Levin is an innovative educator, project manager, and leader
of teams. She is skilled in instructional design, public speaking,
accessible learning, and strategic management and growth. Cait
earned a BA from Barnard College and an MA from Middlebury
College. When she isn't looking for ways to help women thrive
in their writing, she likes to read, cook, and write fiction.
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* What does Cam know about coding going into her Intro to Coding elective class?

e What is imposter syndrome? Why do you think this book’s title references imposter
syndrome?

® What are some ways Cam is made to feel unwelcome, and how does she combat them?

e Cam learns a lot of STEM skills online and through social media. Have you ever learned
a skill from a website or social media platform? What are some of the benefits and
drawbacks of learning online versus in person?

* Why do some people think Cam’s parents are a “mismatch”? How does Cam'’s racial and
cultural background inform this story?

* Some characters in this book make references to pop culture, such as Game of Thrones.
What do these references tell you about the characters? Are there any references you
didn't get?

e Cam describes her parents as “aggressively supportive.” What are some of the ways they
support Cam in this book? Do you think they always get it right?

* Look up some of the organizations, such as DECA and Girls Who Code, named in this
book. What are the missions of these organizations? Why do you think the author chose
to reference real-life organizations?

e How does Cam explain the difference between various coding languages? Do you know
any coding languages? If you were interested, where could you learn more about how to
code?

* What are some of the skills Viv has learned from DECA that she uses to solve problems in
this book? Are there skills you've learned from a club or other activity that you use in your
daily life?

* How do Viv and Cam get on the RoboSub team despite Jeremy's sabotage? Why do you
think it is possible for one student to almost block two others from joining the team?
What changes would you make to the MacArthur High School club sign-up system to
prevent students from discriminating against each other in this way?
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* How do Cam and Jackson put their skills and areas of interest together to create their
end-of-semester project? What gets Jackson on board with the idea of combating gender
discrimination in STEM professions? How does their game address this problem? What
kind of game would you design to solve a problem? What features would your game
have?

* What are some of the features Cam can control in the Girls Who Code character creator
tool? Why is it important to Cam to create a female character who looks like a regular
person?

* Why did Cam stop playing video games as she got older? What does she think would
have helped her stay interested in gaming?

e What are some gamer terms that Jackson uses? Are you familiar with these terms? Are
you part of a community that uses specialized language like gamers do?

* Viv is a very supportive friend. How does Cam support her in turn? Have you supported
a friend or been supported through a difficult time? What are some words and actions in
this story that make a difference when one or the other of the friends is struggling?

* How does Cam feel about Viv secretly messaging Jackson on battle.net? What about the
time the two friends catfished a classmate in seventh grade? Would you go along with a
social media deception like this? Is there ever a reason good enough to justify it? If you
weren't comfortable going along with it, like Cam is uncomfortable, what would you do
or say to get out of it?

* How does Ms. Newberry's support make a difference in this book? Do you think Cam and
Viv could have solved their problems without a supportive teacher?

* Workplace harassment is a recurring theme in this book. How does Cam’s mother handle
a case of harassment in her workplace? What pushes her to change her approach? What
strategy is ultimately effective in removing the harasser?

* Why does Cam think Matt’s apology in chapter thirteen is not enough? How does Matt's
behavior change after this apology?
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* Why didn’t Cam let her parents make a complaint about Mr. Lenox before chapter
seventeen? What strategies do Cam and Jackson use in their meeting with Principal
Carter? If you needed to resolve a complaint with your school, how would you go about

it?

* Why do you think it takes so long for Matt and some of the other boys in Intro to Coding
and RoboSub to speak up against Jeremy? Have you ever had to speak up when a peer
said or did something inappropriate? Has someone else ever spoken up for you? What
makes it hard to speak out sometimes, and how can you find a way to stand up for others

when it feels hard?

* How does the RoboSub competition work? Would you say Cam’s team does well overall?
How do Cam and Viv contribute to the team'’s success?
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More Resources
To Learn More About Code and Robotics

Girls Who Code: girlswhocode.com

RoboNation: robonation.org

Processing Foundation: processingfoundation.org
Raspberry Pi Foundation: raspberrypi.org

Adafruit: learn.adafruit.com

Kode with Klossy: kodewithklossy.com

Scratch: scratch.mit.edu

TechGirlz: techgirlz.org

Google’s CS First: csfirst.withgoogle.com

Microsoft MakeCode: microsoft.com/en-us/makecode

MIT App Inventor: appinventor.mit.edu
CSiseverything.org: CSiseverything.org

freeCodeCamp: freecodecamp.org

Hour of Code: hourofcode.com

For Information About Women in STEM Fields

National Girls Collaborative Project: ngcproject.org
Code First Girls: codefirstgirls.com

Tech Ladies: hiretechladies.com

Inclusion Geeks: inclusiongeeks.com

Elephant in the Valley: elephantinthevalley.com

Fairygodboss: fairygodboss.com
Rewriting the Code: rewritingthecode.org

Women in Tech: women-in-tech.org

Women in Technology (WIT): mywit.org

American Association of University Women: aauw.org
Association for Women in Science (AWIS): awis.org
Society of STEM Women of Color (SSWOC): sswoc.org
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