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Discussion Guide
Use these questions to kick off classroom discussion, 
guide pre-thinking and post-reading responses, or 
inspire a writing or drawing assignment!
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Activity Kit

Poetry
1. �These books contain many forms of poetry. Which form(s) are you familiar with? Were there any that were 

new to you? Do you have a favorite of the forms that are used?

2. �Which poem is your favorite? What do you like about it? 

3. �No Voice Too Small, No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same are anthologies, meaning that each poem 
in the book is by a different poet. Why do you think the editors chose to collect these poems into an 
anthology, instead of writing all the poems themselves? 

4. �Have you read any of the contributing poets’ other works? How are they similar or different from No Voice 
Too Small, No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same? See page 10 of this guide for a reading list.

Youth Activists
1. �Have you heard of any of the activists featured in these books before? What do you know about them? 

How did you learn about them? 

2. �Why do you think No Voice Too Small, No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same focus on young activists 
and not adult activists? What are some general differences between adult versus youth activism? Do you 
think it’s harder to be an activist as a kid or as an adult? Why? 

3. �Do you have a favorite activist or group of activists from No Voice Too Small, No World Too Big, and No 
Brain the Same? Why are they your favorite? 

Taking Action
1. �Have you joined a protest, written to legislators, or taken some other action to make a difference in your 

community? What was that experience like? 

2. �If you had a million dollars, what organization or cause would you donate it to? Why? 

3. �What are some ways that activists make their voices heard? Can you think of a way to use your unique 
talents to be an activist? 

4. �What are some important safety measures for activists? (For example: dressing for the weather and 
wearing comfortable shoes to a protest, etc.)



Make Some Noise Tips
Use the following prompts from No Voice Too Small, 
No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same to inspire 
action and involvement in your students!

3

No Voice Too Small
1.	 A catchy tune will stick with people. Set your message to music, and people will hum it all day. 

2.	 You can break down stereotypes when you speak out—and when you listen.

3.	 Small change adds up. Collect coins in a container you decorate yourself. Where will you donate the 
money?

4.	 Changing laws can take a long time. Work with friends to help keep you energized. 

5.	 Just be you. Not the you others expect—the you inside. Loving yourself can break down barriers.

6.	 The truth is powerful. Revealing it can change attitudes.

7.	 Join or organize a local charity walk to raise money and awareness for a cause you care about.

8.	 Leaders don’t work alone. Join a group or start one to take action.

9.	 In your city or state, who has the power to make things change? Write them a letter and ask for what 
you need.

10.	 Speak from your heart. Focus your message on your passion, and people will listen.

11.	 Host a color-themed day at your school or in your community to get people thinking about a cause you 
care about.

12.	 Throw a protest party! Use music, dance, and fun to attract an audience.

13.	 �Education changes hearts—even in adults. Research your topic and use what you learned to tell an adult 
why you are seeking change.

14.	 Break big problems into small steps. Ask others to help you take the first step.

No World Too Big
1.	 Start a climate club! Work together toward a small goal, then build on success.

2.	 Think like an Earth protector. What are some ways you can live with less to help the planet?

3.	 Share a song, dance, or drawing to raise climate awareness and challenge the world to stop using fossil 
fuels.

4.	 Organize a walk or bike event to raise money for an international environmental group that protects 
tropical rain forests.

5.	 Celebrate your birthday by planting a tree. Gather your friends and have a tree-planting party!

6.	 Stage a play about the effects of climate change. Offer action steps the audience can take.

Activity Kit



Make Some Noise Tips
Use the following prompts from No Voice Too Small, 
No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same to inspire 
action and involvement in your students!
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No World Too Big (cont’d)
7.	 Be a water protector. Runoff from your yard or street drains into local waterways. Learn about pollutants  

to avoid at home.

8.	 Research how climate change affects your community. Then write a letter to the editor of your local 
newspaper.

9.	 Hand-me-downs help the earth! Swap clothes with friends or upcycle fashion from resale shops.

10.	 �Make your own compost! Diverting food waste from landfills keeps it from becoming methane, a 
powerful heat-trapping gas. 

11.	 Start a petition to ask your school district to switch to biodiesel or electric buses.

12.	 Enter a science fair. What climate-change problem will you tackle?

13.	 Do an energy scavenger hunt with your classmates to find ways your school can save power. 

No Brain the Same
1.	 Education is key! People learn more when you make them laugh. 

2.	 Take pride in the unique way you learn. Ask for what you need to succeed academically. 

3.	 Celebrate all parts of you. By being open, you help yourself while giving others courage to do the same. 

4.	 Keep a journal to process your deep feelings. 

5.	 Use your unique perspective to solve problems. 

6.	 Write a poem, make art, or use movement to communicate your message. 

7.	 Break down big goals into small tasks.

8.	 If you witness or experience bullying or violence, reach out to a trusted adult. Keep communicating until 
you see change. 

9.	 Work with friends for social change and heal yourself in the process.

10.	 Create a club around shared interests to support yourself and others. 

11.	 Sharing your struggles helps you and shows others they are not alone. 

12.	 Representation matters. When others see you doing what you love, they know they belong, too. 

13.	 Your voice matters. It’s more important to speak up than to speak perfectly. 

14.	 Share something you’re good at with others. Invite them to see the whole you.

Activity Kit



Draw A Protest Sign
Think about what message you want to send. Can 
you condense a challenge or call to action into a short 
sentence? Can you use symbols or art to help enhance 
your message? Brainstorm in the space below. Once 
you’re happy with your design, draw it on a clean piece 
of posterboard (or on the back of this paper).
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What’s in your rash can?
Do you know what your school is sending to the landfill 
after lunch? Do a trash can audit to find out! Look at the top 
of your trash can and draw what you see.  What category do 
these objects belong in? 

No World Too Big Trash Can Audit Drawing Worksheet

CompostableS: food waste, paper 
towels, napkins, fruit peels

Recyclables: plastic or 
glass bottles, aluminum cans, 
paper, cardboard

Non-recyclables: juice boxes, 
plastic tableware, containers that aren’t 
recycable in your area (for example 
some places recycle waxed paper milk 
containers others don’t) 

What’s in Your Trash Can? (See and Sort)
Do you know what your school is sending to the landfill after lunch? 
Do a trash can audit to find out! Look at the top of a cafeteria’s 
trash can and draw what you see. What category do these objects 
belong in? Activity Kit

Compostables
Food waste, paper towels, napkins, fruit peels.

Recyclables
Plastic or glass bottles, aluminum cans, paper, 
cardboard.

Non-Recyclables
Juice boxes, plastic tableware, containers that aren’t 
recyclable in your area (for example, some places 
recycle waxed paper milk containers and others don’t).
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Compostables
Food waste, paper towels, napkins, fruit peels.

Weight:  Percent: 

Recyclables
Plastic or glass bottles, aluminum cans, paper, 
cardboard.

Weight:  Percent: 

Non-Recyclables
Juice boxes, plastic tableware, containers that aren’t 
recyclable in your area (for example, some places 
recycle waxed paper milk containers and others don’t).

Weight:  Percent: 
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What’s in Your Trash Can? (Pie Chart)
Do you know what your school is sending to the landfill after lunch? 
Do a trash can audit to find out! With permission and help from an 
adult, sort and weigh the objects in the trash can by category, then 
make a pie chart showing the percentage of each category. 



Word Search
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Explore the Science
Use the resources below to explore key climate science 
concepts with your students. Recommended activities 
will pair especially well with No World Too Big, but we 
encourage you to explore the other activities on offer!
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Games and Quizzes
American Museum of Natural History, “What Do You 

Know About Climate Change?” https://www.
amnh.org/explore/ology/climate-change/what-
do-you-know-about-climate-change2

American Museum of Natural History, “Take the 
Climate Quiz” https://www.amnh.org/explore/
ology/climate-change/take-the-climate-quiz

IXL, “Third Grade: What’s the difference between 
weather and climate?” https://www.ixl.com/
science/grade-3/whats-the-difference-between-
weather-and-climate

IXL, “Third Grade: Weather and climate around the 
world” https://www.ixl.com/science/grade-3/
weather-and-climate-around-the-world

Jeopardy Labs, “Dobbs’ 3rd Grade Weather 
Jeopardy” https://jeopardylabs.com/play/
dobbs-3rd-grade-weather-jeopardy

Smithsonian Science Education Center, “Aquation: 
The Freshwater Access Game” https://ssec.
si.edu/aquation

Activities and Experiments
American Museum of Natural History, “Make a 

Terrarium” https://www.amnh.org/explore/
ology/climate-change/make-a-terrarium

Ward’s World, “Heat Things Up with this Greenhouse 
Effect Activity” https://wardsworld.wardsci.com/
geology-earth-science/heat-things-up-with-this-
greenhouse-effect-activity

Videos
CAFOD, “What is ‘net zero’? Children’s animation | 

CAFOD” https://youtu.be/VqZD-mnC5Gk

Charlesbridge Publishing, “Discover Composting 
with NO WORLD TOO BIG!” https://youtu.be/
MBIXEScoO6M

Learning Junction, “Fossil Fuels | Types and 
Formation | Video for Kids” https://youtu.be/
iubWN1cnwIs

Smile and Learn—English, “Types of Energy for 
Kids - Renewable and Non-Renewable Energies” 
https://youtu.be/w16-Uems2Qo 

Activity Kit



In My Brain
Name: 
Date: 
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Activity Kit

Inside the brain outline below, write down some things that happen in your brain  
(for example: ideas, dreams, feelings).  

Outside the brain outline, write down some things that happen outside your brain  
(for example: the weather, other people’s words, TV shows). 

Talk with a friend or grown-up:  
How do things happening outside your brain influence things happening inside your brain? 

How about the other way around?



Further Reading
Use the following books in conjunction with No Voice 
Too Small, No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same 
to create an enhanced learning experience! Note that 
titles with an asterisk are written for older kids or 
adults.
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More About Activism
* Albee, Sarah, and Kaja Kajfež. Troublemakers in 

Trousers. Charlesbridge, 2022.

Durango, Julia, and Bianca Diaz. The One Day House. 
Charlesbridge, 2017. 

Frier, Raphaële, and Aurélia Fronty. Malala. 
Charlesbridge, 2017. 

Gonzales, Debbie, and Rebecca Gibbon. Girls with 
Guts! Charlesbridge, 2019.

* O’Brien, Anne Sibley, and Perry Edmond O’Brien. 
After Gandhi. Charlesbridge, 2018. 

* Rippon, Jo. Rise Up! The Art of Protest. 
Charlesbridge, 2020.

More About Climate Change
Heffernan, Nanette, and Bao Luu. Earth Hour. 

Charlesbridge, 2020. 

Nordstrom, Kristen, and Paul Boston. Mimic Makers. 
Charlesbridge, 2021. 

Rusch, Elizabeth, and Teresa Martínez. Mario and the 
Hole in the Sky. Charlesbridge, 2019.

More About Neurodiversity
Armstrong, Mia, and Alexandra Thompson. I Am a 

Masterpiece! Random House, 2024.

Gooding, Louise, and Ruth Burrows. Wonderfully 
Wired Brains. DK, 2023.

Hammond, Tiffany, and Kate Cosgrove. A Day with 
No Words. Wheat Penny Press, 2023.

Petix, Laura. A Kids Book About: Neurodiversity. A 
Kids Book About, 2023.

Thompkins-Bigelow, Jamilah, and Tiffany Rose. 
Abdul’s Story. Salaam Reads, 2022.

More from the Poets
* Bergman, S. Bear, and Saul Freedman-Lawson. 

Special Topics in Being a Human. Arsenal Pulp 
Press, 2021. 

* Black, CooXooEii. The Morning You Saw a Train 
of Stars Streaking Across the Sky. Rattle Poetry, 
2022.

Bowles, David, and Erika Meza. My Two Border 
Towns. Kokila, 2022. 

* Bowles, David. They Call Me Güero. Kokila, 2021. 

Bradley, Jeanette. Something Great. Levine Querido, 
2022. 

Brantley-Newton, Vanessa. Grandma’s Purse. Alfred 
A. Knopf, 2019. 

Brantley-Newton, Vanessa. Just like Me. Dragonfly 
Books, 2022. 

Brown-Wood, JaNay, and Elissambura. Shhh! the 
Baby’s Asleep. Charlesbridge, 2021. 

Brown-Wood, JaNay, and Priscilla Burris. Grandma’s 
Tiny House. Charlesbridge, 2022. 

* Bruchac, Joseph. Peacemaker. Dial Books For 
Young Readers, 2022. 

* Bruchac, Joseph. Rez Dogs. Thorndike Striving 
Reader, 2021. 
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Use the following books in conjunction with No Voice 
Too Small, No World Too Big, and No Brain the Same 
to create an enhanced learning experience! Note that 
those titles with an asterisk are written for older kids or 
adults.
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* Charlton-Trujillo, e.E. Fat Angie. Candlewick, 2013.

Charlton-Trujillo, e.E., Pat Zietlow Miller, and Keisha 
Morris. A Girl Can Build Anything. Viking, 2023.

Dawson, Keila V., and Alleanna Harris. Opening the 
Road. Beaming Books, 2021. 

* Elhassan, Dalia, and Safia Elhillo. In Half Light. 
Akashic Books, 2019. 

* Emerson, Hannah. The Kissing of Kissing. Milkweed 
Editions, 2022.

Grimes, Nikki, and Michele Wood. Chasing Freedom. 
Orchard Books, 2015. 

* Grimes, Nikki. Garvey’s Choice. Wordsong, 2023. 

Grimes, Nikki. Legacy. Bloomsbury USA, 2023. 

Khan, Hena, and Aaliya Jaleel. Under My Hijab. Lee & 
Low Books Inc., 2021. 

* Khan, Hena. More to the Story. Thorndike Press, 
2022. 

LaRocca, Rajani, and Sara Palacios. I’ll Go and Come 
Back. Candlewick, 2022. 

* LaRocca, Rajani. Red, White, and Whole. Quill Tree 
Books, 2022. 

LaTulippe, Renée. The Crab Ballet. Cameron 
Company Inc, 2022. 

Loney, Andrea J., and Keith Mallett. Take a Picture of 
Me, James Van Der Zee! Lee & Low, 2017. 

Loney, Andrea J., and Shellene Rodney. Stacey 
Abrams: Voting Visionary. Harper, 2022. 

Malia, Jen, and Joanne Lew-Vriethoff. Too Sticky! 
Sensory Issues with Autism. Albert Whitman, 
2020.

Malia, Jen, and Peter Francis. The Infinity Rainbow 
Club: Nick and the Brick Builder Challenge. 
Beaming Books, 2023.

* Mammone, Liv. Fire in the Waiting Room. Game 
Over Books, 2025. 

* McCall, Guadalupe Garcia. All the Stars Denied. Tu 
Books, 2018. 

McDonnell, Christine, and Jeanette Bradley. When 
the Babies Came to Stay. Viking, 2020. 

Metcalf, Lindsay H. Farmers Unite! Calkins Creek, 
2020. 

Miller-Lachmann, Lyn, and Gabriel Alborozo. Ways to 
Play. Levine Querido, 2023.

Miller-Lachmann, Lyn, and Gillian Flint. She Persisted: 
Temple Grandin. Philomel, 2022.

Morris, Fiona, and Elizabeth Morris. Poetry Tingles 
the Heart. Golden Shells, 2017. 

Neri, Greg, and AG Ford. Hello, I’m Johnny Cash. 
Candlewick, 2014. 

* Neri, Greg. Concrete Cowboy. Candlewick, 2021. 

Newman, Lesléa, and Laura Cornell. Heather Has 
Two Mommies. Candlewick, 2016. 

Newman, Lesléa, and Maria Mola. Sparkle Boy. Lee & 
Low, 2017. 

Newman, Lesléa, and Susan Gal. Welcoming Elijah. 
Charlesbridge, 2020. 
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create an enhanced learning experience! 
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Pla, Sally J., and Ken Min. Benji, the Bad Day, and 
Me. Lee & Low, 2018.

Reynolds, K. A., and Chloe Dominique. The Big 
Worry Day. Viking, 2022.

Reynolds, K. A., and Taylor Barron. Ava Skye, 
Adventurer. Collins, 2023.

Robeson, Teresa, and Rebecca Huang. Queen of 
Physics. Sterling Children’s Books, 2019. 

Sass, A. J., and Noa Kelner. Shabbat Is . . . Hachette, 
2025.

Scott, Jordan, and Sydney Smith. I Talk Like a River. 
Neal Porter Books, 2020.

Scott, Jordan, and Sydney Smith. My Baba’s Garden. 
Neal Porter Books, 2023.

Sorell, Traci, and Lessac Frané. We Are Grateful: 
Otsaliheliga. Charlesbridge, 2018. 

Sorell, Traci, and Lessac Frané. We Are Still Here! 
Charlesbridge, 2022. 

Sorell, Traci. Powwow Day. Charlesbridge, 2022. 

Stemple Heidi E. Y., and Anastasia Suvorova. Adrift. 
Crocodile Books, 2021. 

Vardell, Sylvia M., and Janet S. Wong. Hop to It. 
Pomelo Books, 2020. 

Vardell, Sylvia M., and Janet S. Wong. Here We Go. 
Pomelo Books, 2017. 

Waters, Charles, Irene Latham, and Mehrdokt Amini. 
Dictionary for a Better World. Carolrhoda Books, 
2020. 

Waters, Charles, Irene Latham, Sean Qualls, and 
Selina Alko. Can I Touch Your Hair? Carolrhoda, 
2020. 

Weatherford, Carole Boston, and Ekua Holmes. Voice 
of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer. Candlewick, 
2018. 

Weatherford, Carole Boston, and Kadir Nelson. 
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to 
Freedom. Hyperion, 2006. 

Yolen, Jane, Heidi E. Y. Stemple, Kristen Howdeshell, 
and Kevin Howdeshell. I Am the Storm. Rise, 
2020. 
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