
Dive into a magical world  
where dreams dance!

Cinderella has never been so adorable  
(or amphibious)!



About the Book
Axolotl-Ella is a quick and clever salamander with a daring, Axolotl-Ella is a quick and clever salamander with a daring, 

deliciously ambitious dream. All she needs to do to make her deliciously ambitious dream. All she needs to do to make her 
dream a reality is to meet the Prince at the King’s Festival.  dream a reality is to meet the Prince at the King’s Festival.  

So with a little bit of magic from the lake of the night,  So with a little bit of magic from the lake of the night,  
Ella makes her skin gleam and her gills glow, conjuring the Ella makes her skin gleam and her gills glow, conjuring the 

perfect outfit for a fancy party!perfect outfit for a fancy party!

Age Range:
5–8 years | Grades pre-K–3

Themes: 
Self-acceptance | Empowerment | Resilience

What we love about this book:
 Funny | Heartwarming | Fairy Tale | STEM-curious



Meet the Characters

Axolotl-Ella
Clever, confident, and creative!  
She glows (literally!) when she  

feels inspired.

The Prince
Princely, dramatic, well-meaning, 

if a little self-involved.

The Stepsisters
Splashy troublemakers who need 

to learn that kindness always shines 
brighter than glitter.

“You’re frumpy  
and toadish.” 

“Ripple and glimmer, 
lake of the night,

Dress me up in sparkles 
and light.” 

“I bet you’d like 
to know about my 
rock collection!”

“But alas! My 
heart is broken.”

Match the character to their quote.  Match the character to their quote.  
Draw a speech bubble around each line and Draw a speech bubble around each line and 

trace back to who said it.trace back to who said it.

Answers:     1. The Stepsisters     2. The Prince     3. Ella     4. The Prince Answers:     1. The Stepsisters     2. The Prince     3. Ella     4. The Prince



Discussion Questions
1. 	� How does Ella show she’s proud of who she is?  1. 	� How does Ella show she’s proud of who she is?  

Do you think she is being true to herself in the story?Do you think she is being true to herself in the story?

2. 	� Why do you think the author chose to include a twist on 2. 	� Why do you think the author chose to include a twist on 
the “lost slipper” in this retelling of Cinderella?the “lost slipper” in this retelling of Cinderella?

3. 	� Axolotl-Ella has a dream, and she’s determined to make 3. 	� Axolotl-Ella has a dream, and she’s determined to make 
it come true. What dreams are you working toward?it come true. What dreams are you working toward?

4. 	� What would you wear to the King’s Festival if you could 4. 	� What would you wear to the King’s Festival if you could 
use lake magic? Draw a picture of it below.use lake magic? Draw a picture of it below.



Create Your Own Axolotl 
Dance Party Scene!

Supplies: 
Glue stick, scissors; (optional) glitter, glow-in-the-dark stickers, paintGlue stick, scissors; (optional) glitter, glow-in-the-dark stickers, paint

Directions: 
Color these axolotls any way you like. Do they have spots or stripes? How Color these axolotls any way you like. Do they have spots or stripes? How 
about rainbow fins? Once you’re happy with them, cut them out and set about rainbow fins? Once you’re happy with them, cut them out and set 

aside. On another piece of paper, design your own axolotl dance hall with aside. On another piece of paper, design your own axolotl dance hall with 
sparkles, stars, and more. Then glue on your dancing axolotls! sparkles, stars, and more. Then glue on your dancing axolotls! 



Fun Facts About  
Real Axolotls

1. 	� Axolotls (1. 	� Axolotls (Ambystoma mexicanumAmbystoma mexicanum) are amazing amphibians that ) are amazing amphibians that 
are native to Mexico.are native to Mexico.

2. 	� Most salamanders start their lives in water, then go through 2. 	� Most salamanders start their lives in water, then go through 
a big change called metamorphosis, and then live on land. a big change called metamorphosis, and then live on land. 
Axolotls don’t do that; they keep their frilly gills and live in Axolotls don’t do that; they keep their frilly gills and live in 
the water their whole lives.the water their whole lives.

3. 	� They can breathe with gills and lungs, as well as through  3. 	� They can breathe with gills and lungs, as well as through  
their skin!their skin!

4. 	� Axolotls are native to lakes and wetlands around Mexico City.4. 	� Axolotls are native to lakes and wetlands around Mexico City.

5. 	� Because of threats to their native habitat, axolotls are 5. 	� Because of threats to their native habitat, axolotls are 
endangered in the wild.endangered in the wild.

6. 	� Most axolotls are brownish gray, but some are pinkish-white 6. 	� Most axolotls are brownish gray, but some are pinkish-white 
albinos, which have become popular as pets.albinos, which have become popular as pets.

7. 	� Axolotls are also raised in many research labs because 7. 	� Axolotls are also raised in many research labs because 
scientists are studying their superpower: regenerating lost scientists are studying their superpower: regenerating lost 
body parts!body parts!

8. 	� Many animals survive the loss of a limb in their lifetime, 8. 	� Many animals survive the loss of a limb in their lifetime, 
and they adapt in all kinds of amazing ways. But axolotls can and they adapt in all kinds of amazing ways. But axolotls can 
actually regrow lost limbs as well as eyes and even parts of actually regrow lost limbs as well as eyes and even parts of 
their lungs, hearts, and brains.their lungs, hearts, and brains.



Color in the scene above!



Color in the scene above!



Find the Missing Slippers!
Cut out paper glass slippers, write a small challenge or joke Cut out paper glass slippers, write a small challenge or joke 
on each one (e.g., “Do a fishy face,” or “Name something on each one (e.g., “Do a fishy face,” or “Name something 
that makes you proud”), and then hide them around the that makes you proud”), and then hide them around the 

room. When you find them all, celebrate with a dance party!room. When you find them all, celebrate with a dance party!



I Danced Through the Lake 
with Axolotl-Ella!

I am brave, colorful, and kind — just like Ella!

Draw yourself next to Ella.

NAME:
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