
CR OWN

In order to provide reading groups with the most informed and thought-provoking 
questions possible, it is sometimes necessary to reveal certain aspects of the storyline.  

If you have not finished reading, you may want to do so before reviewing this guide.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

A  G I F T  B E F O R E  DY I N G

1.	� MALIKTU FIRST SEES PITSEOLALA AS HE ATTEMPTS TO HUNT A SEAL. WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE 

OF HER APPEARING AT THAT MOMENT?

2.	� IN WHAT WAYS DOES CONSTABLE VERONICA ANINGMIUQ’S PAST SHAPE HER CHARACTER AND 

INFLUENCE HER CAREER CHOICE?

3. 	� IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE VISITING PREACHER BRING HOPE TO THE CAPE DORSET COMMUNITY, 

AND HOW MIGHT HIS VISIT INDIRECTLY CAUSE HARM?

4. 	� KEMPT WRITES “A GROUP OF RAVENS IS COLLECTIVELY KNOWN AS AN UNKINDNESS.” WHAT  

DO THE RAVENS SYMBOLIZE IN THE NOVEL, AND HOW DO THEY CONTRIBUTE TO ITS THEMES  

OR ATMOSPHERE?

5.	�  MALIKTU HEARS MUSIC COMING FROM THE HILLS THAT GRADUALLY BECOMES MORE CONSTANT 

THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL. WHAT MIGHT THE MUSIC REPRESENT, AND WHY DOES IT INTENSIFY AS 

THE STORY PROGRESSES?

6. 	� WHAT ROLE DOES COLE’S FRACTURED RELATIONSHIP WITH HIS DAUGHTER PLAY IN HIS OVERALL 

CHARACTER ARC, AND IS THE OUTCOME SATISFYING?

7. 	 IS THE HAUNTING PLAGUING COLE REAL OR PSYCHOLOGICAL?

8. 	� IN WHAT WAYS, IF ANY, IS COLE REDEEMED BY THE NOVEL’S CONCLUSION, AND IN WHAT WAYS 

DOES HIS PURSUIT OF JUSTICE FALL SHORT?


