
It’s a Wonderful Life—or Is It?
Vocabulary

Directions: Define these terms on the lines below using Rags and Riches. 
Then write them in the appropriate areas of the Venn diagram on the second page of this activity.

ragged school ________________________________________________________________________________

workhouse __________________________________________________________________________________

mudlark_____________________________________________________________________________________

nanny ______________________________________________________________________________________

The Season __________________________________________________________________________________

match girl ___________________________________________________________________________________

boarding school ______________________________________________________________________________

bathing machine ______________________________________________________________________________

The Big Stink ________________________________________________________________________________

epidemic ____________________________________________________________________________________

chimney sweep _______________________________________________________________________________

To read all of the books in the Magic Tree House series, visit your local library or bookstore.

Name: 

www.magictreehouse.com

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n 

©
 2

01
0 

by
 S

al
 M

ur
do

cc
a



trapper _____________________________________________________________________________________

debtor’s prison _______________________________________________________________________________

climbing boy _________________________________________________________________________________

rookeries ___________________________________________________________________________________

drawer _____________________________________________________________________________________

governess ___________________________________________________________________________________

mourning bracelet ____________________________________________________________________________

cholera _____________________________________________________________________________________

typhoid _____________________________________________________________________________________

costermonger________________________________________________________________________________

blacking_____________________________________________________________________________________

factory _____________________________________________________________________________________

To read all of the books in the Magic Tree House series, visit your local library or bookstore. www.magictreehouse.com
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